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July 30, 2021

Dear Open Government Summit Attendee:

Thank you for participating in the 23 annual Open Government Summit. This event provides
an important opportunity to learn more about promoting transparency in state and local
government. Now more than ever, we must work to promote accountability and public trust in
government.

When government decisions are debated in public and made open to inspection, the result is a
more engaged citizenry that is invested in its community. Through this Summit, our goal is to

provide you, as practitioners, with the tools you need to effectively operate in accordance with
the Access to Public Records Act and the Open Meetings Act.

There will be forks in the road. There will be times when you will need to use your discretion to
determine whether information should be made publicly available or withheld when necessary
to protect an important interest. We recommend that in addition to asking whether you could
withhold, think about whether you should.

Contained in this booklet are training materials from today’s event, including copies of
applicable laws and recent findings by our Office. Please reach out to our Office at any time with
questions, or to schedule an open government training for your organization or in your
community:

opengovernment@riag.ri.gov

401-274-4400

You can also access a variety of resources on our website at
http://www.riag.ri.gov/CivilDivision/OpenGovernmentUnit.php, including a video of
the 2021 Open Government Summit.

Thank you for your interest and commitment to ensuring that state and local government are
open and accessible to the people of Rhode Island.

Sincerely,
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Peter F. Neronha
Attorney General
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