
















Simultaneously, Sgt. Lopes walked toward Pinto's car with his firearm drawn as it 
reversed down the sidewalk at Rampone and Civilian 1. Approximately one second after 
Rampone's first shot, Lopes fired four rounds directly into the Cruze's windshield.6 Lopes' four­
round volley took just two seconds as timed on his body worn camera. Finally, the Cruze came 
to rest against the chain link fence. Civilian 1 was pinned between the fence and the driver's side 
door as police surrounded the vehicle yelling commands at Pinto to "put it in park." Pinto raised 
his hands and belatedly complied. At this point, blood was already visible on multiple areas of 
his shirt. His juvenile passenger then emerged from her crouched position under the dashboard 
on the front passenger side of the vehicle. 

Once the car stopped moving, the juvenile was pulled from the vehicle by multiple police 
officers. Pinto was dragged out of the car through the front passenger door as well. Sgt. Lopes 
immediately got in the driver's seat and steered the car away from Civilian 1 as other officers 
lifted her over the chain link fence to the grassy area beyond the fence. 

Officers decided not to wait for a rescue and drove Pinto and the juvenile passenger 
directly to the emergency room from the scene. As Pinto was placed in a cruiser for transport to 
the hospital, a small plastic bag containing pills and a white substance was located by police. A 
review of Lt. Brian Muldoon's body worn camera shows the bag falling from Pinto's waist area 
just before he was taken to the hospital. The RI Department of Health weighed and tested the 
bag's contents and determined that it contained approximately twenty grams of cocaine and fifty­
eight tablets of fentanyl. From the time Pinto was pulled from the car to his arrival at the 
hospital, less than three minutes elapsed. Shortly after his arrival, however, he was pronounced 
dead. 

The juvenile was treated at the hospital for a gunshot wound to her ankle. During a 
brief statement to the transporting police officer, she told her, "[Pinto] didn't want to get caught 
because he was on probation." 

Dr. Patricia Ogera of the Rhode Island Office of the State Medical Examiners completed 
the autopsy and wrote a report with her findings. She determined that Mr. Pinto's cause of 
death was a gunshot wound to his chest that pierced his heart and lodged in his back. The RI 
State Crime Lab dete1mined that the projectile found at autopsy was a .40 caliber projectile. Dr. 
Ogera dete1mined that the projectile entered Pinto's chest from the "front to the back, left to right 
and slightly downward." She also found that he was injured from a second "probable gunshot 
wound" to his upper right chest. That projectile left both entry and exit wounds in his chest, but 
did not contribute to his cause of death. The toxicology report indicated  

. Dr. Ogera determined Pinto's manner of death to be 
homicide or death at the hands of another person. 

indicating that he fired his weapon three times. The actual number ohimes he fired, however, does not affect our 
findings. 
6 The four shots fired by Lopes are clearly shown on his body worn camera. Additionally, he recalled that before his 
shift began, he had a full complement of cartridges in his magazine (15) and one cartridge in the chamber. When his 
firearm was seized by investigators, the weapon was loaded with a total of 12 cartridges. Finally, the RISCL 
matched four shell casings found at the scene to Lopes' firearm. 

9 










