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Know, Bishop Gelineau, how difficult this is for me. It is
t1me_naw for healing and to try to go on with my life instead
of hiding from the events of the past. I have prayed over
these events and feel that definitely some consideration
should be given me. My life has been affected tremendously
(hopefully, not beyond repair). Because of my love for the
church, my suffering today is multiplied by an unfounded
sense by gquilt. I have been unfair to myself most of my
life, blaming myself for the bad things that have happened to
me or to those I love. It is important for me to be fair to

You will understand by this appointment that it is

no vindication of your erratic and intolerable conduct
manifested in the past. I am interested in safeguarding
your priesthood and in saving your immortal soul. Try
now to cooperate with God's grace and enter this new
field of priestly work with zeal and genuine devotedness
and with a sense of true fellowship for your priestly

| think it’s important, | think that it’s important to emphasize that
before that first time where, in October of 1981, where he sexually
abused me by taking off my clothing in his bed and touching me and
fondling my, my penis, before that, in the years leading up to that,
probably more so in my, | would say more so in my junior high years,
when | was in, say, seventh and eighth grade into ninth grade, leading
up to that he was someone who was very charismatic and | was
certainly, as a young boy, he was someone | looked up to. He was my
priest, he was very outgoing, very friendly, he, he paid a lot of attention
to young people, but in particular to me, you know, for an adult, he paid
a lot of extra attention to me, probably what would be referred to I'm

associates. If I receive any more complaints about

your conduct I shall be forced to remove you {rom the
wall M thasa availahla farv neicetlv sarvica in the diocese.

He said it would make him be a better priest and it would allow him to
better serve his parish.

myself now. If someone other than a priest had emotionally
and sexually violated me the way Fr. D did, I would not be
concerned or fearful of being greedy or feel guilty about
asking for retribution. ~I want you to look at this as if
someone had violated one of your nieces years ago and that
her life and that of her children-has been negatively
effected. I can't begin to tell you ‘the number of types of
ways I have been effected on nearly a daily basis. You
cannot imagine the ways events of my life have been
overghgdoweﬁ by this abuse. There has not been a Mass ‘I have
pa?t1c1pated in, including my marriage, the baptisms of my
children and my mother's funeral Mass, where I have not
brought these events tn tha T.ard and 2clnaAd Uim #a hanl a-

sure as kind of a little too much.

Grooming.

Grooming, yes, and during those years before he eventually sexually
assaulted me, he showed me a lot of affection, a lot of physical affection
through hugs and a comment that he often made to me and sometimes,
and it was, for the most part, | don’t recall it ever being in front of
anybody, | think it was always when we were alone, a lot of times we
would be in the Sacristy, uhm, if | was there to serve mass and we were

y disturbed that we did anot indicate to h

Uhm, some of his abuse was also physiological where he said that he did
these things to help me grow and that | needed purification and | didn't
know what purification meant at the time either but | remember him

The issues you raise with reqard ANt t Fr. Desrxosiers. She learned just recent
lerious ones. You may ke sure that I ta ‘hem that wa . EF’ possibility of a lawsuit and the possibi
he special difficulties we have had in the nNiocese rece that Fr. D‘?ErGSIErS “““rd not be EPE o return tn*m1n1sc'
ertainly want to avoio S ————————— - She em‘ohaslges that their program is not t.l?eslrapeutlc. Tt

_ Talk delivered by Bishop Kenncth A. Angell gearad to giving peonle a time away from ministry, but »r
herefore, that you woujmwmo o them to r=2turn to ministry with renewed vigor. She feels

ertainly be very harmfu very unfair that we sent Fr. Desrosiers to the program as

for the alleged victims and their familles. Pray for our Church of Providence. did. -j':-.-l:—-ls mDSt Drcbably nnt thE tzl:e ﬂ_f_'ﬂng_ram he neadg‘

nd 1 feels. Thev want to be of h2lp, as they tried to do with
you Carpdentier, but they cannot upset the othcrs in the procry
i el o leav taking on candidates who should most likely be in another

confidence., [ promise you that., I will tell no one without your approval. I Df ‘_Dr ﬂﬂfram &

know this is diffilcult but, just maybe, I can help or get help for you. I

Thank you for your attention and participation. We are In this together.
I would ask your prayers for Henry Leech and Bill 0'Connell. Pray for them,

You mention the ul

onviction now that bv ©
I remember an episode when I wa

One final note =-- if you personally are in any trouble, whether it be
pedophilla or any deviant behavior, please come in and talk to me. 1In God's

I went on a camping trip
other Boy Scouts and Fr. Kel ]_ey have already spoken to Bishop Gelineau about this. See him if your prefer ==
adult on the Camping trip. The he, also, will keep your confidence. A major part of our ministry is to
trip was to experience what it
llke gn ?:ﬁhenilc Indiani Fr s K help. There 1s no point of leading a double life. It is wrong and you know
aroun wl on }' a tinY Oin CI it, But, more importantly, you need help. Please seck out that help.
could see his genitals. During Jing. I could heart
would sleep with me naked in my "lean-to." He would [Tootsteps and | started to hide in the ch
fondle me repeatedly trying to sexually arouse me. table and literally pulled me out and br
I was to nervous to get sexually aroused. I didn't
want the other kids to know so I resisted Father room and oh, and also after you know
s the candy, but when we, when | came

and kept telling him that this was the wrong place
ake the candy and call me filthy, dirty li

o

Convalescents, Newport, Rhode Island.

You will take up residence there before Thursday,
April 5th. You will understand that this assignment
{s prompted by my desire to keep you in the priestly
ministry with the hope that, beling chastened, your
priestly zeal may be renewed,

-
.

‘L7 " | TR
minister to the ministers. But I am not naive elther. I know you will have ference room an' Home for
really hide. Sister

some hesitation in talking teo us. But, at least go to a fellow priest -- get

and time to do this. I got very little sleep that
night. When I woke up he was lying on top of me
naked.
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Forward: A Letter from Attorney General
Peter F. Neronha

W
9%5>G>KI9MBHGL H? OAH=> &LE9G= JOB

and others who have suffered the impacts of this
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Pennsylvania

2018
Nebraska
Clergy Reports 2001
Across the Country llinois
' 2023
After a Pennsylvania grand jury released J Maryland
a report on the clergy abuse crisis in 2023
2018, Attorneys General from multiple —
states launched their own investigations Michigan
and have released their own findings. | 2025

Rhode Island
2026



https://ago.nebraska.gov/news/attorney-general-releases-report-clergy-sexual-abuse
https://www.attorneygeneral.gov/report/
https://clergyreport.illinoisattorneygeneral.gov
https://oag.maryland.gov/resources-info/Documents/pdfs/AOB_Report_Revised_Redacted_Interim.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/ag/initiatives/catholic-church-clergy-abuse

Clergy Reports Across the Country

States have conducted their investigations and
released their findings in different ways

A- >GGLREO9GBY9 NL>= MA> LM9M>3L
statute, under which the findings would be public

In Rhode Island, grand jury investigations and findings
are absent a criminal indictment

o




Executive Summary

Q From 1950 to 2022, the Diocese of Providence employed
who reportedly

Q Generations of Rhode Islanders suffered immeasurable,

Q Historically, bishops and other senior Diocesan leaders
clergy child sexual abuse, exacerbating the crisis and
leading to more abuse




Executive Summary

Q the Diocese
of child sexual abuse by clergy

Q While the situation has significantly improved, and the Diocese
has made meaningful strides,

Q The Attorney General proposes reforms to the Diocese and the
General Assembly to advance




Investigation had four main goals:

provide an account  of clergy sexual abuse of children;

describe MA> | BH<>L > H? respkideO = > G< > :
clergy sexual abuse of children;

identify perpetrators who could still be prosecuted
and charge them by criminal indictment; and

© © O@

propose reforms and accountability = measures that will
help prevent these crimes from recurring.




Reconstructing History

A Over 250,000 pages of
Diocesan records reviewed

A Nearly 150 confidential
contacts with survivors

A 4 new criminal cases charged
against clergy abusers

92AHL> <ABE=KPp Gy
as the rest of the
community... have been
victimized, too, by a
system that refused to
acknowledge the
possiblility of
PKHG@=HBG@Y]>

A parishioner writing to Bishop
Gelineau in February 1985




Reconstructing History

O

O

The first comprehensive review of the clergy abuse
crisis In the Diocese of Providence

This Report addresses the past, present, and future:
It covers historical approaches through current
concerns, and proposes reforms to the Diocese and
lawmakers

The true scope of abuse is likely even greater
than reported here, and the Report may be updated




While this Is history, It IS
nevertheless a nistory




Chapter lI
Legal Framework
and Analysis




Legal Framework

Q This Investigation sought to

€ Our assessment of potential charges necessarily
considered both
and their applicable

Q Historical abuse is often due to
narrower criminal laws and shorter statutes of
limitations in effect at the time.




Avallable Criminal Laws

Q Rhode Island sexual assault and child
molestation statutes did not exist

Q Abuse occurring before May 1979 can only be
prosecuted If it meets the
e aMA> GHG<HGL>GLN9E 9<M H?
<HFFBMM>= : R 9 F9G PBMA 9 PHFO9(

A Excludes
A Excludes
A Requires (e.qg. force or coercion)




Statutes of Limitations

Statutes of limitations present the greatest legal obstacle
to prosecution of child sexual abuse

Q For children under 14 :

Conduct involving can generally be prosecuted If
It occurred since June 1988, OR since May 1979 if under 13 years old
OR proof of additional element such as force or coercion

Conduct involving can generally be prosecuted If it
occurred since June 1988, OR since June 1982 if under 13 years old




Statutes of Limitations

Statutes of limitations present the greatest legal obstacle
to prosecution of child sexual abuse

Q For children 14 or older

Can prosecute conduct involving that took place
after May 1979, but must prove additional elements (e.g., force or
coercion)

Can only prosecute conduct involving within a 3 -year
statute of limitations




Modern Criminal Framework: Post -1979

Crimes Involving

Definition: Penlle-O9 @BG9Ey HK9EYyY HK 9G9E BGM>K<HN
AHP>0>K LEB@AMy ; R 9GR | 9KM H? 9 | >KLHGS
@>GBM9E HK 9G9E HI >GBG@L H? 9GHMA>K | >KL
- H=R NI HG MA> 9<<NL>=3L BGLMKN<MBHGY ; NM
K>IJNBK>=¥Y2o

e No Statute of Limitations

AFirst -Degree Sexual Assault - R.l. Gen. Laws s 1137-2
| Penetration of a child under 13 (May 1979 until May 1984)
| Penetration of any person, plus (May 1979 to present):.

|4B<MBF F>GM9EER HK ARLB<9EER A>EI E>|
<H>K<BHGya o8<HG<>9EF>GMa HK 8L NEkK g= '
treatment. Ny




Modern Criminal Framework: Post -1979

Crimes Involving

Q No Statute of Limitations

AFirst -Degree Child Molestation - R.l. Gen. Laws s 1137-8.1
| Penetration of a child under 13 (May 1984 to present)
| Penetration of a child under 14 (June 1988 to present)
| Includes 13 -year -old victims




Modern Criminal Framework: Post -1979

Crimes Involving

Q Definition: The intentional MHN<ABG@ H? MA> OB<MBF
Intimate parts, clothed or unclothed, intended by the accused to
be for the purpose of sexual arousal, gratification , Or assault

Q Second -Degree Sexual Assault (R.l. Gen. Laws s 1137-4)

A No Statute of Limitations . Sexual contact with child under 13 (June 1982 to May 1984)
A Three -Year Statute of Limitations . Sexual contact with a person 14 or older
(or 13 or older pre -1988) where:

| victim is mentally incapacitated, mentally disabled, or physically helpless;
| defendant uses force or coercion;
| defendant overcomes the victim through concealment or surprise; or

| medical treatment or examination of the victim for the purpose of sexual arousal,
gratification, or stimulation




Modern Criminal Framework: Post -1979

Crimes Involving

Q Second -Degree Child Molestation (R.lI. Gen. Laws s 1137-8.3)

ANo Statute of Limitations
ASexual contact with a child under 13 (May 1984 to present)
A Sexual contact with a child under 14 (June 1988 to present)
Alncludes 13 -year -old victims.




Modern Criminal Framework: Post -1979

Q Third -Degree Sexual Assault (R.I. Gen. Laws s 1137-6)

AThree -Year Statute of Limitations
| Accused is over 18 and engages In sexual penetration with a person
who is 14 -15 years old (statutory rape)
| Accused Is over the age of 18 and engages in sexual penetration or
sexual contact with a victim who is 14 -17 years old under
circumstances where the accused holds a position of authority, or
has supervisory or disciplinary power over the victim

| " G9<M>= BG ABAAy PBMA MABL
| Force or coercion not an element of this offense




Modern Criminal Framework: Post -1979

The statute of limitations for each of these offenses Is
three years

Q Contributing to Delinquency - R.l. Gen. Laws s 119-4
(Enacted 1908)

@ Indecent Solicitation of a Child ¥ R.l. Gen. Laws s 1137-8.8
(Enacted 2004)

© Child Endangerment ¥ R.l. Gen. Laws s 119-5.4 (Enacted
2022)




Potential Charges
Q Laws Used to Prosecute  Accomplices, Supervisors, & Organizations

AAiding & Abetting ¥ R.l. Gen. Laws s 1113 (Enacted 1896)
A2 9 K@>ML MAHL> PAH 929B=y 9LLBLMy 9;
| KH<NK> 9GHMA>K MH <HFFBM 9GR <KBF
ARequires proof that accomplice (1) actively participated in the
crime, AND (2) of person(s) who actually
carried it out.
APresence at scene, or knowledge that crime being committed,
Insufficient.
ASame limitations period and punishment as underlying
offense(s)




Potential Charges

Q Laws Used to Prosecute = Accomplices, Supervisors, & Organizations

AConspiracy - R.l. Gen. Laws s 1116 (Enacted 1975)
A KBFBG9 EBS=dro MA >0

Y o
ACo-conspirators may also be charged with crimes committed in
furtherance of the conspiracy.
ASame limitations period and punishment as underlying
offense(s).




Potential Charges

Q Laws Used to Prosecute  Accomplices, Supervisors, & Organizations

ADuty to Report ¥ R.l. Gen. Laws s 40 -113 (Enacted 1976)
AFailure to report known or suspected child abuse a
misdemeanor
ASubiject to three -year statute of limitations.




Potential Charges

Q Laws Used to Prosecute  Accomplices, Supervisors, & Organizations

AHarboring Criminals - R.l. Gen. Laws s 1114 (Enacted 1844)
AFelony to knowingly harbor person who has committed any
<KBF> aPBMA MA> BGM>GM MA9M ¢ LN<A
=>M><MBHGy 9KK>LMy MKB9Ey HK | NGBL
ARequires proof that defendant knew person committed crime,
was subject to arrest by warrant or probable cause, and intent
to shield.
ASubiject to three -year statute of limitations.




Potential Charges

Q Laws Used to Prosecute  Accomplices, Supervisors, & Organizations

AAdditional Offenses Considered: Intimidation of withesses and
victims
(s 111-4); Compounding or concealing a felony ( s 111-5);
Obstruction

(s 1132-32); Racketeering (RICO) ( s 7-5-1 et seq)




Institutional
Accountabillity

A Attorneys General across the
country have published s
about clergy abuse and have
brought charges against
iIndividual priests

A No Attorney General has
prosecuted a diocese for
crimes arising from clergy
abuse scandal

Pennsylvania
2018

Nebraska
2021

Maryland
2023

Michigan
2025

Rhode Island
2026



https://ago.nebraska.gov/news/attorney-general-releases-report-clergy-sexual-abuse
https://www.attorneygeneral.gov/report/
https://clergyreport.illinoisattorneygeneral.gov
https://oag.maryland.gov/resources-info/Documents/pdfs/AOB_Report_Revised_Redacted_Interim.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/ag/initiatives/catholic-church-clergy-abuse

Chapter |V
An Overview of
Investigative Findings




A Fork In the Road: Grand Jury?

Q Option 1: Grand Jury Investigation
A Compel the production of documents and testimony

A Only indictments would become public

A Investigation results would be confidential and would not
provide a full accounting to the public

@ Option 2: Attorney General Investigation

A Using the resources of the Office to conduct an investigation
and produce a report




Advantages of the Grand Jury

Compulsory Process ¥ subpoena of withesses and documents

Failure to produce documents may result in criminal sanctions
Testimony under pains and penalties of perjury
Immunization of withesses to compel testimony

With AG Grand Jury Report Statute ¥ public disclosure of
findings

O000O0




Disadvantage of the Grand Jury




Disadvantage of the Grand Jury

Q Could be resolved with the passage of state legislation
allowing for , a version of which has been
Introduced In the

2026 - H 8078

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

House Bill: H 8078

Senate Bill: pending introduction




Option 2: Attorney

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU") is entered into the Za-Alay of July, 2019 by and
between The Honorable Peter F. Neronha, in his official capacity as Attorney General for the
State of Rhode Island and His Excellency, the Most Reverend, Thomas J. Tobin, Bishop of

General Investigation

WHEREAS, the Attorney General is committed to conducting a full and thorough review of past
allegations of clergy child sexual abuse within the Diocese of Providence; and

WHEREAS, the Bishop’s policy regarding cooperation with law enforcement is furthered by a
voluntary records review; and

WHEREAS, this MOU expands on and supplements the Letter of Understanding (LOU) by and
between the Parties dated August 30, 2016 attached hereto as Exhibit A by providing access to
historical records; and

WHEREAS, the Attorney General seeks a review of Diocesan files and records to (1) identify any
prosecutable cases; (2) ensure there are no eredibly accused clergy in active ministry; and (3)
provide input into improvements of the Diocese’s current policies and procedures for preventing

and responding to allegations of child sexual abuse and the Diocese’s cooperation with law
enforcement, and the Diocese seeks to cooperate in that review;

NOW, THEREFORE, the Parties agree as follows:

— ™ Understanding

A. “Files” shall mean any and all materials, documents, files, records, forms, notes, memos,
summaries, correspondence, statements, and data, as identified in Section I1.D, whether in

paper, digital or electronic form, related in whole or in part to allegations of Sexual Misconduct
Perpetrated Against a Child by Diocesan Personnel during the Review Period including, but not
limited to, the clergy files, personnel or employment files, files maintained and held pursuant to u y y

Canons 486 (General Archives), 487 (General Archives), 489 (Secret Archives), and 491
(Historical Archives) of the Code of Canon Law, and investigative files maintained by the
Diocesan Office of Compliance ("OEC").

B. "Review Period" shall mean the period of time from January 1, 1950 to the present,

C. “Sexual Misconduct Perpetrated Against a Child by Diocesan Personnel” shall mean: any
allegation or complaint, whether determined to be founded or unfounded, credible or not
credible, whether previously disclosed to law enforcement or not, involving conduct against a
person under the age of 18 at the time of the alleged incident, (1) which, if proven, would now
constitute a eriminal violation defined by Rhode Island law as: (i) First or Second Degree Child
Molestation, First, Second or Third Degree Sexual Assault, and Indecent Solicitation of a Child
under R.1. Gen. Laws Chapter 37 of Title 11; (ii) Felony Assault, Simple Assault, or Assault with
the Intent to Commit Sexual Assault under R.1. Gen, Laws Chapter 5 of Titde 11; (iii) Exploitation

/'
//

P

A e 7K

The Honorable Peter F. Neronha The Most Reverend Thomas J. Tobin, D.D.

Attorney General Bishop of Providence




Investigative Challenges

o

the Diocese voluntarily produced

The Diocese withheld documents over which they

The Diocese to make any Diocesan personnel
available for in -person

The Diocese did not document all complaints, and some
records were likely previously destroyed
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vestigative Challenges

F. Neronha
Mr. HL:H\. ard P\'l .

Peter
seneral

Attorney

responsec i
o the Apri -
month. A e April 26 rec y
- . At that poi LEST 3
will ir at point, t : d
be, did nc l.mEl_ll.hthE_."H-“l_m lt' —— - ..,_hu'r no later than tk ete
) ovide, into ormation the an the end of thi
e, into our :_:l-_uu.]”dinthd; the Diocese provid sponse Pn]_”r];d Tur this
cluding efforts ese provided, and -omplete, and we
o 4 , as the *"Elq;-‘ ke
Ccase may

Mr. How
P\Y(\'\dg& Snov
A0 Wes\mu\s\er Streel,
providences R1 02903
h.com

hmerten @ps

2024, Request for furthe

RE: April 26,

Dear Hnwm‘d:

1ec tum with this Office’s APT! ril 2
to \ed\on ILF

" I\-‘l-".!u[r-_w, sq.

purs\mm
been n(’ar\\ and the Diocese 'S
¢ thL Dioces < d dtot\m oft h a0 requests
lew { Wt > Dioces 2 C
-~ (5. Berna

; ] . ernarda e

us dLsp\t topher M. Wik’jil[_l.-hhmq_

enhain,

1t has
p\ct e.

largely incom
cont2 ained in O
)roduu\on

communic a
d to (\ ere

wspnn
e Du )¢
e that game

d not requir’
tal requests § such as

e 10 s\},\\\ﬁum\ aspects’ of this
ificant, ! umwmq, pu\)\'\c

\<s\l’“‘\( e of a T€POT n keeping
elsewhere tC rating with




Delays in Production

It has been nearly three months since that request, and the Diocese’s response remains
largely incomplete. To date, the Diocese has responded to two of the 32 requests
contained in our April 26 letter. While we do appreciate the Diocese’s June 20

production concerning those two items, it remains unclear to us—despite our various
communications with your firm—when, and to what extent, the Diocese intends to
respond to the remaining 30 requests. Given that three months was the time period




Bishops & Tenures

Most Rev. Russell J. McVinney: 1948  -1971
Most Rev. Louis E. Gelineau: 1972 -1997
Most Rev. Robert Mulvee : 1997 -2005
Most Rev. Thomas J. Tobin: 2005 -2023
Most Rev. Richard G. Henning: 2023 -2024
Most Rev. Bruce A. Lewandowski: 2025 -present



or more complainants
reported abused by
clergy in the Diocese
from 1950 to the present

total clergy

identified by our
Investigation
as credibly

accused

5 . 1
|

ratio of male to
female victims

years, the

average time
It took for
survivors to

report abuse

1314 years old

the most prevalent age range when
the reported abuse began

current and
former priests
criminally
charged

1970s

the decade with
the highest number
of victims recorded

36

Rhode Island cities
and towns assigned
accused clergy




Former R.I. priest charged with sexual assaults
going back to 1989

James Silva, 81, is charged with two counts of first-degree child molestation sexual assault

and nine counts of second-degree child molestation sexual assault for decades-old

oftenses.

Lo == Outcomes

Rl priest arrested on child
molestation charges

/’0/ Criminally charged 4 current and

A Rhode Island priest was arrested Thursday morning on charges of
f lests

sexually abusing three bovs decades ago.

R.I. priest, removed from ministry in 2009, now
indicted on a sexual assault charge

Kevin Fisette, 66, who served in Pawtucket and Hopkinton, R.I., and now lives in

Dayville, Conn., was indicted on one count of first-degree sexual assault. -
S — ire e onn rFetrocelll - -
PROVIDENCE

Former RI priest charged A James Silva (P1 -2021-3378A)

with sexual assault

e e e e e A Kevin Fisette (P 1 -2022 -1857 A)
Former R.I. priest accused of sexual assault found
incompetent to stand trial

Edward Kelley, 79, has dementia, and is unable to understand or assist in the proceedings A E d Wa r d K e I I ey (d e C e aS e d )

against him, an expert who examined him testified in Superior Court on Friday
By Brian Amaral C taff t e 1, » E ’

Former Rl priest who served in at
least 4 parishes facing sex-assault
charges

. Tom Mooney
The Providence Journal
July 30, 202 Updated Aug. 2, 2021, 9:29 a.m. ET




Outcomes

% |dentified additional credibly accused clergy

A2 A> 1 BH<>L>3L )BLM H?
named in 2019

A The Diocese added additional clergy to Its List
since 2019

A This Report includes deemed by the

Attorney General to have been credibly accused




20 Additional Priests Identified in AG Report

Roger Argencourt

Robert Barnes

Francis Battel
Mario Bordignon
Vincent Cavanaugh
Eugene Corbesero

John Crafton

John Doran

Michael Dziob

Raphael Edes

John Feeney
John Flanagan
Joseph Lacasse

Norman LeBeouf

Alfred Lonardo
Thomas Manu

HAG , 3+>BE

Paul Reynolds
Alfred Santagata

Paul Tousighant



Priests with the Greatest
Reported Number of
Child Victims

At least six priests reportedly abused 10
or more children:

SBEEB9F , 3 HGG

Brendan Smyth (17)

Robert Marcantonio (17)
Edmond Micarelli (16)
Michael LaMountain (12)

Robert Mclintyre (11)



Common Survivor Characteristics

Q Many victims were
IN the Diocese at the time of their abuse

Q Victims commonly came from particularly

and/or families who were especially friendly
with their parish priests

Q Clergy often preyed upon children, or
children with




Delayed Disclosure

Q We found that it took survivors an average of
approximately to report their abuse

Q Modern research indicates that the majority of survivors
who do disclose child sexual abuse wait to
come forward

Q Only about of child sexual abuse Is ever
reported to legal authorities




Harm to Survivors

Q Survivors suffered long  -term

health effects
Aincluding post -traumatic stress, depression, anxiety,
addiction, mental health disorders, chronic physical pain,
problems with intimacy and relationships, and even suicide

© Survivors also reported experiencing
difficulties




Major Trends

Q The clergy sexual abuse crisis
In Rhode Island.

Q with

MK9GL?>KLY oaMK>9MF>GMya 9G= | KI

Q the Diocese
child sexual abuse complaints.




Credibly Accused Clergy Assignments by Town

031-50921-309#11-2096-10 " 1-5

The clergy sexual abuse
CrisIS
IN Rhode Island.

The Investigation identified over

who reported
allegations of child sexual misconduct
against




Transfers, Treatment Centers, and
Sabbaticals

Historically,

with
MKO9 GL?>KLy o MK>9 MF
promises of confidentiality.

Clergy Transfers

For much of the Review Period, the Diocese of .
- KHOB=>G<>3L K>LIHGL> P9L[
possible, by a single focus:

This faillure was corrected with the 2016 RS e —
Letter of Understanding with this Office. Diocesan Clergy




Historically, the

child sexual abuse complaints.

2A> | BH<>L >3 1L

?9BENK>

abuse hindered criminal investigations and

potential prosecutions, and

MHE

Reported Abuse by Decade
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9 YYYMA> hi®8ddcalallures L
to timely and appropriately
respond to clergy abuse
complaints resulted Iin the sexual
abuse of additional Rhode
&LE9G= <ABE-=

Report, page 90




Chapter V

2A> I1/BH<>L >3 L %B
Approaches to Child

Sexual Abuse: 1950 -2000




Historical Approaches: 1950 -2000
-

Bishops and other senior Diocesan officials
promoted a culture of secrecy to

Bishops frequently priests accused of
child sexual misconduct to new assignments y often

to other parishes within Rhode Island

o

O Bishops sent accused priests to




A Culture of Secrecy

Q Bishops and other senior Diocesan officials prioritized
OOHB=BG@ 8aL<9G=9Eas 9M MA> >QI >

A Diocesan officials favored to reports of
abuse

to pedophile priests who
self -reported

A The Diocese to justify
withholding information about abuse allegations from law
enforcement




9 &GM>KG9E #HKNF &

eDI\/IA> <HG?”B=>GMBY9EBMR G><>LL9KE

discussion between a priest and another person of facts

9G= <BK<NFLM9G<>L BG MA> HMA>HK I
FHKO9E 9G= LI BKBMN9E BFI EB<9MBHGLC
from /nternal forum applies when the person speaking to

MA> | KB>LM BL 9 E9R | > KLHG ¢ HK |

Bishop Gelineau, 1997




9 &GM>KG9E #HKNF &

© KH9=>K MA9G ' HG?>LLBHGe oFHKOE

Q Used In past as channel for priests to confidentially discuss
abuse allegations with bishop

?KHF ' BH<>L>3L PKBMM>G | HE
PBMA ~ BOBE vy ShAPrbte&IdmEBrxdIlOstreach
Policy, Section 7.5

7.5 Cooperation with Civil Authorities

In the implementation of the above policies and procedures regarding sexual misconduct and sexual harassment, it

s the intention of the Bishop of Providenc

and governmental authorities and to complete necessary reporting, as required by law, provided that

ne cooperation aoes Not regquire Violatlon ot i2gc




Priest Shuffling

@ Bishops frequently accused priests to
new assignments y often within Rhode Island
A Transfers created a that an accused priest
no longer posed any risk
A In reality,

Q Of the Diocesan clergy included in this Report,




Example: Fr. Joseph McCra (1951 -64)

Bishop Russell McVinney repeatedly transferred Father
Joseph McCra in wake of complaints of known or suspected
abuse:

1951-52 1953

A Multiple complaints about A Letter to Bishop McVinney from
McCra at Our Lady of St. Jloseph pastor seeking
Lourdes Church in < K93l K>FHO9Ee®e

Providen seem at present in a condition
OVICENCE. MH >Q>K<BL> 9 2K

A Response : Transfgr to Response: Transfer to Our Lady
St. Joseph Church in of Consolation Church in

Woonsocket . Pawtucket .




Example: Fr. Joseph McCra (1951 -64)

1953: When transferring Father McCra to Our Lady of
Consolation in November 1953, Bishop McVinney warned him:

You will understand by this appointment that it is _

no vindication of your |

manifested in the past. I am interested in safeguarding
your priesthood and in saving your immortal soul. Try
now to cooperate with God's grace and enter this new

field of priestly work with geal and genuine devotedness
and with a sense of rue fellowship for your priestly

associates.

”-- -

|1 of those available for priestly service in the diocese.




Example: Fr. Joseph McCra (1951

———0—0—

1955-56

While McCra still assigned
to Our Lady of Consolation
late 1955, two boys
reported in sworn affidavits
that McCra served them
alcohol before attempting
to abuse them at his
summer home.

Response : Four -month
suspension followed by
transfer to Stella Maris
Home for Convalescents
Newport.

November 1957, McCra
requested a new
OLLB@GF>GMy o A9
penance and atonement for
MPH R>9KLYa&a

Response : Transfer in
February 1958 to Brothers
of the Sacred Heart In
Burrillville.

@

-64)

By March 1961, McCra
suspended yet again,

FHO>= MH | KB>L M
Mantreal. In letter to

McVinney, admitted to

9 BFFHK9E MHN<A>
pleaded for removal of
suspension.

Response : Transfer in
September 1961 to St. Ann
Church in Woonsocket as
assistant pastor.




Example: Fr. Joseph McCra (1951 -64)

A#9MA>K *<' K9

K> F 9 BuydrrastiveOnivhistty M Y until 5 3 L
death in May 1964.

A In 2023, an Assistant Attorney General spotted handwritten reference to

*<' K9 A9O0OBG@ ; >>G 9899<<NL>= BG UYrit Y H? FHE
Pascoag yYK>EB>0>= H? =NMB>LY®o&

Al BH<>L> LN:L>JN>GMER | KH=N<>= *

<
Credibly Accused Clergy.




Example: Fr. Roland Lepire (1975 -1980)
5- KB>LM LAN??EBG@> <HGMBGN>= NG=>

A Father Roland Lepire accused of sexually abusing at least six
boys between 8 -14 years old from 1975 to 1980

1978

While assigned to  St. Aloysius Church in
Woonsocket, Lepire reportedly put his hands
=HPG RHNG@ ; HR3L | 9GMLY

February 1979

Bishop Gelineau transferred Lepireto St.
*9 KR3 L ' InPAO¥aKstoA, on an
9NG=>KLM9G=BG@a> MA9M GH
?BE>= 9G= )>1 BK> PHNE-=

The boy immediately told his mother and
accompanied her to Woonsocket Police
Department to report the allegations.




Example: Fr. Roland Lepire (1975 -1980)

A Just over a year later, May 1980, Bishop Gelineau removed Lepire from
1 MY * 9KR3L

MEMORANDUM TO BISHOP ANGELL AND PERSONNEL BOARD:

Re : Rev. Roland LeEire

Upon professional advice, I have directed Father Roland
Lepire to move away from St. Mary Parish in Cranston. It appears
that any parish involvement and ministry for him places too much
pressure and results in depression bordering on illness. At this
time a parish assignment for Roland is not possible.




Example: Fr. Roland Lepire (1975 -1980)

A)>I BK> E9M>K 9=FBMM>= MA> K>9E K>9LH
. . ..he approached

the Bishop and admitted his wrongdoing . . . the Bishop removed
ABF ?KHF MA> | 9KBLA Y Y Yo

A In September 1980, Bishop Gelineau again returned Lepire to
ministty y 9LLB@GBG@ ABF MH 1 MY *9MMA>P3L




Example: Father Normand Demers (1985)

A In letters to

In the rectory of St.

"HL > A3 Ly BiGonN=BC@ of males and females, and
referenced

because of
the that it could cause, particularly given the recent arrests

of other Diocesan priests for sexually assaulting minors
I >NI A>FBLMB<9EER K>7>KK>= MH

' R ° BLAF
= B??B<NEMB>La&atoD




Example: Father Normand Demers (1985)

The issues you raise with reqard to Father Demers are very
serious ones., You may ke sure that I take them that way. With
the special difficulties we have had in the nNiocese recently, I
certainly want to avoio anv fu ter causes for scandal. 1 would hope
therefore, that you wouiJ] not ao to the rublic nedia, This would
certainly be very harmful to us,

!

You mention the ultimate ~ood of the Church, and it is my
conviction now that by hringina it to my attention, you have ful-
filled your responsibilities and I would ask you to leave the rest
in my hands.




Example: Father Normand Demers (1985)

The sister responded to Bishop Gelineau a few weeks later

Dear Bishop Gelineau:

I gratefully acknowledge your letter of February 5th. In
this letter you stated:..."you have fulfilled your responsibility
and I would ask you to leave the rest in my hands." On the con-

trary, my responsibility i1s not fulfilled until such time as you
have taken action to meet the many spiritual needs of the parish.
Assurances are not enough. To do nothing is to permit situations

bt

to continue.




Example: Father Normand Demers (1985)




1l BKBMNY9E 90>MK>9 ML &

Q Bishops also responded to abuse complaints using
Ll BKBVNS Ea 89 G=18 o

O A further means of removing, and seguestering,
priests accused of child sexual abuse

Q) Reflective of that child sexual
abuse Is primarily a ,'tobe
overcome by renewed focus on vocation and faith,

Instead of a that should be reported to law
enforcement.




Example: Father B. Samuel  Turillo (1956)

A The Diocesan records relating to Father B. Samuel Turillo
Indicate that the Diocese learned of, but withheld from local
authorities, against him in 1952 and 1953.

A Rather than notify the authorities, sent
Father Turillo to the Monastery of St. Gabriel in Brighton,
Massachusetts, for

y & 9 ? M> KurillB AvBs< A
, and
between 1956 and 1958 at Holy Angels Church In
Barrington.




Example: Father Alfred Derosiers (1970s)

A In March 1993, a woman contacted the Diocese to disclose
that Father Alfred Desrosiers had
as a two decades earlier . . .
subsequently who
admitted to having an with the complainant.

A In response,
for Desrosiers at the Boston
College Institute of Religious Education and Pastoral Ministry.




Example: Father Alfred Derosiers (1970s)

O

- P9K> MA9M ' SLKHLB>KL A9= CNLM 9=FE
year -old girl,

¥ 9G= L9B= A> P9L BG ¢
Dear Sister:

[ write concerning the application of Father Alfred Desrosiers, a priest of
this Diocese, who would like to be accepted in the Sabbatical Renewal in Mimstry Program
at Boston College.

Sincerely in Christ,

Father Desrosiers is presently on a leave of absence from any assignment in

Bishop of Prowvidence

the Diocese, but he is a priest in good standing. He has great love for and dedication to the
Church. I know of nothing that would prevent him from taking full advantage of the
program or that would compromise the integnty of it.

[ would be very grateful to you and those in charge of the program for a
favorable consideration to Father Desrosiers' application.




92K>9MF>GMoe 9G= 82K>9MF >

Catholic Bishops, including Bishop Gelineau, relied
A>90BER HG aMK>9MF>GMa 9G= a8 MK>
further means of responding to complaints of abuse

by clergy.

e According to the records, the Diocese sent at least

with documented allegations of child sexual
abuse to treatment centers for evaluation or
treatment.




Example: Fr. Robert Marcantonio (1970s)

e &G YrqBy ?HEEHPBG@ 9<<NLO9MBHGL A> A9= 9; |
#9MA>K OH; >KM *9K<9GMHGBH E>?M 1MY * 9KR3I

&HP9 MH K><>BO> aMK>9MF>GMa ?KHF 9 | LR<AI

e &GLM>9= H? <HGM9<MBG@ 9NMAHKBMB>L HK L >>I
McVinney expressed his support for Marcantonio to the therapist:

psychiatrists, one a priest, both of whom expresied the judgment
that he is incurable.

O this basis | cannot in good conscience sponsor him. [f, however,
you weuld llks to help him as @ friend, and you do seem to have
some hopa that you could be of halp to him, | would ba very grote-
ful , and | am ame you would have ¢ splendid reward if vou sucesead.
| shall pray that your efforts wili be highly succemful.




Example: Fr. Robert Marcantonio (1970s)

In June 1971lyHGER M>G FHGMAL 9?7 M>Kjthe MK>
therapist declared Marcantonio effectively cured:

Y June 1971

Most Reverend Russell J, MeVinney, D.D., 1LL.D,
Bishop of Frovidence
Rhode Island

Your Excellency:

Your Priest, the Rev. Robert A., Marcantonio,and I
]:laﬂlr.a e CCas: e T . - J - 2

!

Since he will continue to reside in lIowa during
r L " i a - —_— ” e -
coming months, we will meet for "follow-up' sessions.




Example: Fr. Robert Marcantonio (1970s)

e When Bishop Gelineau succeeded Bishop McVinney in 1972,
Father Marcantonio (who remained in lowa) wrote to Gelineau to
>Ql E9BG ABL aLBMNO9MBHGae®e

Most Reverend Bishop:

In September, 1970, I left the Diocese of Providence due to unfar—
tunate actions on my own part. It was arranged with Bishop McVinney s

permission, Archbishop James J. Byrne's approval and the help of Rev.
Bernard S. Duval, M.D., that I would come to Ames for psychotherapy.

The Archbishop gave permission for me to live here and work at St.

Thomas Aquinas while undergoing the therapy. I was also to go to the

university for classes.

All of this was successfully arranged. I went to therapy for the

of lagt vear and the therapy was deemed successful. In




Example: Fr. Robert Marcantonio (1970s)

e Bishop Gelineau permitted Father Marcantonio to remain in lowa Y

to obtain his doctorate in psychology. And in 1975, Blshop
Gelineau

Dear Father Marcantonio:

As indicated to you by the Personnel! Board, I am
asking you to serve as a weekend assistant at St. John
Yianney Church in Cumberliand affective immediately. It

is also understood that you retain the faculties of the
Dfocese of Providence.

It 1s a privilege for us to serve Our Lord and His

Church as priests’', as we know there is great work to be
done for Him everywhere.




Example: Fr. Robert Marcantonio (1970s)

Father Marcantonio would later be accused of




Chapter VI
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Refer Child Sexual Abuse
Complaints to Law Enforcement




A Historical Fallure

O Though Diocesan records document dozens of complaints since
1950, the

Q This

and prosecuted for their crimes

Q Rather than report, permitted accused priests
, With and




Evolution of Referrals to Law Enforcement

e e E—

1950 1990 2016 2026

1950 - 1990 1990 - 2016 2016 - Present

A Diocese officials failed to
refer complaints to law
enforcement

A2 A> ! BH<>L>3l A Since the LOU, the
enforcement reporting Diocese has agreed to
practices began to immediately notify law
marginally improve enforcement of any

complaint it receives

concerning child sexual
abuse

A The Diocese also
withheld from law
enforcement its
knowledge of, and
Information regarding,
additional complaints
against priests whom law
enforcement was
Investigating.

A Diocese continued to
significantly underreport
clergy abuse complaints
to law enforcement until A While voluntary, the
the 2016 LOU between | BH<>L >3 1L
the Diocese and RIAG enforcement reporting

has greatly improved
LBG<> MA>




Reported Abuse by Decade
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Referrals to Law Enforcement

65
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Inconsistent Reporting into the 2010s

©O 2AHN@A MA> 1 BH<>L>3L E9P >G?HK<>F>Gl
the 215t century, problems persisted:
A Between 2000 and 2010, Diocese still referred
to law enforcement.

e Most reporting , and

Continued problems, and need for solution, illustrated by 2011
mishandling of complaint against




Example: Deacon Laurence Gagnon (2011)

June 2011, Diocese received complaint that Deacon Gagnon had

of several sixth -grade boys at St. Joseph
School in West Warwick.

e Director of Compliance Robert McCarthy dismissed the case as

not criminal-nor worthy of reporting to
law enforcement under mandated reporter law.

e Days later, law enforcement contacted by concerned principal,
who had repeatedly expressed to Dir. McCarthy his view that
the allegations should be reported to the authorities.




Example: Deacon Laurence Gagnon (2011)

o

e Several boys told the police that Gagnon had

e Deacon Gagnon soon confessed to the police that he had

e Gagnon charged, and subsequently pled nolo contendere, to
several counts of second -degree child molestation




2016 Letter of Understanding

$9 @GHG <9L> >Ql HL>= <HGMBGN>= | KH; E>|
Investigation and reporting of complaints of clergy misconduct
iInvolving children

In response, Office of Attorney General engaged Diocese on
Improved process for reporting of such complaints

Culminated in 2016 Letter of Understanding (LOU) between
Attorney General Peter Kilmartin and Bishop Tobin

Since LOU, Diocese has agreed to immediately refer any complaint
It recelves, regardless of crediblility, statute of limitations, victim
age, accused perpetrator alive or dead




Chapter VI
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Responses to Clergy Abuse:

1990 to Present




Early Attempts at Reform: 1990s

Bishop Gelineau
promulgated its first

official | HEB<R
procedures concerning

reports of sexual
FBL<HG=N<Mszg

Bishop Gelineau
established the
9 =OBLHKR 0>
H F F B M M#religious
and lay professionals to
299=0BL> MA>
responding to abuse.

Bishop Gelineau
established the Office of
Education and
Compliance to receive
and investigate child

Hl & BbG .
sexual abuse complaints




Early Attempts at Reform: 1990s

—_— e

to physical touching of
non -intimate body parts or non -
physical sexual misconduct, including
grooming behaviors.

The Diocese promulgated

its first official o | HE B <
and procedures

concerning reports of . :
J Tep ' neither

L>QN9E FBL<H :
required nor encouraged referral of
complaints to civil authorities (except
under mandatory reporting law)




Early Attempts at Reform: 1990s

1992 A Publicly touted by Bishop Gelineau as a hallmark
H? MA> | BH<>L>3L >?7?2HKML MF

Bishop Gelineau eliminate the scourge of clergy sexual abuse and
established the OLLBLM BML OB<MBFL &

5 =OBLHKR 0>

" HF F B M M#religious

and lay professionals to
99=0BL> MA>
responding to abuse.




Early Attempts at Reform: 1990s

A Bishop Gelineau hired Director Robert McCarthy,
who served from 1993 until his retirement in 2015.

The Diocese established

Lt : < N, ¥ fhm- -‘ f:‘ Vi
the Office of Education A # KHF J 3L BG<>icMB HG b

and Compliance to
receive and investigate

child sexual abuse , has led to disparate, unjust, and
complaints sometimes unsafe outcomes.




2002 National Response

June 2002 Nov. 2002

Dallas Charter Essential Norms

A outlined a series of new steps that bishops A<HGO>KM>= MA> ' A9KM>Ks3L
In every American diocese committed to binding requirements for each diocese

take in response to clergy abuse Arequired a written policy  on child sexual

Aaimed to strengthen reporting , remove abuse, a victim assistance designate to
credibly accused priests, and establish a coordinate assistance for victims, and a
majority -lay review board review board to advise the bishop




Diocese of Providence Post

The Diocese established
the Diocesan Review

Board , which to this day
functions as an advisory
board for the Bishop In
assessing allegations of
child sexual abuse

The Diocese established
the Office of Outreach
and Prevention , which
coordinates pastoral care
and counseling payments
or reimbursements  for
victims

-Charter Reforms

The Diocese promulgated
the first version of its  Child
Protection and Outreach
Policy , which required a
code of ethics, trainings
and background checks
for clergy and staff




Vd

Yet, concerns remain €

Q Both the Charter and Essential Norms leave broad
discretion to bishops and local dioceses when it
comes to actually implementing their principles.




Chapter VIl
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Modern Responses to the

Clergy Abuse Crisis




Concerns with Modern Responses

@ Inconsistent and inadequate investigations

Q Failure to document Review Board determinations

Q 2A> | BH<>L>3L EBFBM>= K>?>KK9EL

Q No monitoring of credibly accused priests

Q) Continued lack of transparency and accountability




Investigative Shortcomings

Q Fallure to accurately identify and appropriately
respond to grooming behavior and other inappropriate
conduct with children

© Failure to consistently investigate third -party and
anonymous reports of abuse

Fallure to consistently investigate allegations against
deceased or inactive priests




Investigative Shortcomings

Q Continued requests of victims to take polygraphs

Lack of clear written investigatory guidelines

© Lack of clear investigative timeframes and notification
of victims

Lack of clear oversight by the Review Board




Example: Father Francis Santilli (2014)

, Dennis Laprade reported to the Diocese that Father
Santilli sexually abused him in the early 1980s , when he was an
altar boy at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Providence.

A Mr. Laprade also identified by name two brothers who he suspected
may also have been abused by Father Santilli.




Example: Father Francis Santilli (2014)

A Nearly eight years later, in 2021, a third party contacted
both Diocese and law enforcement to identify the same
two brothers as victims of Santilli




Fallure to Document Review Board
Investigations and Determinations

Q | SEB: >KOM> 9: L>G<> H? K><HK=L H
discussions or determinations obscure Its role and
effectiveness.

© This Office sought to interview Board members and
Diocesan officials to gain a more fulsome understanding

of how the Board functions ¥




2A> ! BH<>L>3L )BFBM>= 0>7:

© 58>KH MHE > K9 G Dallas ChaHd BardREsseftial Norms

requires permanent removal, and possible dismissal from

| KB>L MAHH=y ?HK 8>0>G 9 LBG@E> 9<M }

2991l | KHI KB9M> | KH<>LL BG 9<<HK= PBMA
Q General rule that bishops refer to Vatican all complaints

<HGM9BGBG@ 99GR L>F; E9G<> H? MKNMA&®&
e Diocese of Providence appears to have referred to the Vatican far
?>P>K <HFI EO9BGML MA9G 8aS>KH MHE>K9 G+
only 9 priests referred vs. 21 priests who have been subject to

complaints of child sexual misconduct.




2A> ! BH<>L>3L )BFBM>= 0>7:

Q Among limited cases referred to Vatican, Bishop Thomas

Tobin repeatedly sought leniency for credibly accused

priests, recommending against their removal from the

| KB>L MAHH= 9G= BGLM>9= LN@@>L MB
| >G99 G<>8a

For each of Fathers Timothy Gorton (2012), Barry Meehan

(2013), John Allard (2013), and B. Samuel Turillo (2016),

" BLAHI 2H;, BG MHE= MA> 49MB<9Ge :
MH ;> 9 =9G@>K MH RHNG@ o




2A> ! BH<>L>3L )BFBM>= 0>72

While realizing the particularly serious nature of the allegations, 1 wish to balance this
with Father Gorton’s faithful ministry to tht. Diocese for nearly 30 years, with no other
oation. At this time, I do not believe Father Gorton to be a danger to young people.

While realizing the particularly serious nature of the allegations, I wish to balance this
with Father Meehan’s faithful ministry to the Diocese for 35 years. Included in the Acta are
letters of support for Father Meehan that attest to his love for the priesthood. At this time, I do

not believe Father Meehan to be a danger to voung people. However. due f

2013

2016




