
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND      SUPERIOR COURT  
PROVIDENCE, SC.   
        
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND,    )  
       )   
 Plaintiff,      )       
       )   
v.        ) C.A. No. PC-2024-04526 
       )  
AECOM TECHNICAL SERVICES, INC.,   )    
AETNA BRIDGE COMPANY,   ) 
ARIES SUPPORT SERVICES INC.,   )     
BARLETTA HEAVY DIVISION, INC.  )    
BARLETTA/AETNA I-195 WASHINGTON  )   
BRIDGE NORTH PHASE 2 JV,   )    
COLLINS ENGINEERS, INC.,   )     
COMMONWEALTH ENGINEERS &   ) 
CONSULTANTS, INC.,    ) 
JACOBS ENGINEERING GROUP, INC.  ) 
MICHAEL BAKER INTERNATIONAL, INC., ) 
PRIME AE GROUP, INC.,    )  
STEERE ENGINEERING, INC.,   ) 
TRANSYSSTEMS CORPORATION, and  )  
VANASSE HANGEN BRUSTLIN, INC.,  ) 
       )   
 Defendants.     ) 
 

JOINT STATUS REPORT 

 Now come the Plaintiff and the Defendants (together, the “Parties”), by and through their 

respective counsel, and pursuant to Section XVIII of the Scheduling Order entered on July 30, 

2025 (the “Scheduling Order”), hereby submit this Joint Status Report in advance of the monthly 

conference scheduled for June 9, 2026:           

I. The Plaintiff’s Update. 

 The Plaintiff (the “State”), has continued to respond to written discovery, produce 

documents, and, as necessary, exchange correspondence and participate in meet-and-confer 

conferences regarding the State’s affirmative discovery requests and discovery requests 

propounded by some of the Defendants.  These efforts include, among other things, attempting to 
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agree upon search terms with Defendant AECOM Technical Services, Inc. (“AECOM”); 

communicating with Defendant Jacobs Engineering Group, Inc. concerning search terms; and 

continuing to supplement the State’s production of documents to requests served by Defendant 

Barletta/Aetna I-195 Washington Bridge North Phase 2 JV (the “JV”).  To date, the State has 

produced 921,821 pages of documents to the Defendants.          

 In addition, as the State previously reported to the Court in advance of the April 15, 2026 

conference, the State maintains that the respective answers provided by AECOM and the JV 

remain deficient and incomplete.  Despite exchanging correspondence regarding those deficiencies 

with AECOM and the JV, and the Court’s recent Decision providing guidance on the completeness 

of answers required in this case consistent with Rule 33 of the Superior Court Rules of Civil 

Procedure, neither defendant has supplemented its respective answers to the State’s interrogatories.  

Absent a successful meet-and-confer with each of those parties, the State anticipates the need to 

engage in motion practice this month.         

 Moreover, the State has noticed its first deposition—that is, the deposition of Defendant 

Aries Support Services Inc. (“Aries”)—which is scheduled to commence on July 9, 2026.  That 

deposition will be conducted remotely, although Aries and the State will ensure that the witness 

for Aries is available, in person, for examination at a mutually agreed upon location in Providence.      

 Finally, the State has recently notified the Defendants of its intent to voluntarily dismiss, 

without prejudice, Defendant Commonwealth Engineers & Consultants, Inc. (“Commonwealth”).  

Although the majority of the Defendants have, through their respective counsel, provided their 

assent to sign the proposed stipulation of dismissal of Commonwealth consistent with Rule 

41(a)(1)(B) of the Superior Court Rules of Civil Procedure, two defendants—Michael Baker 

International, Inc. (“MBI”) and Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. (“VHB”)—have not yet done so.  
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If MBI or VHB opt to withhold their assent from, or otherwise object to, that proposed stipulation, 

the State will have to file a motion, consistent with Rule 41(a)(2).     

II. The Defendants’ Update.  

On behalf of the JV: 

1. The State’s Non-Compliance with the Court’s May 4, 2026 Order.  

The State has not complied with the Court’s May 4, 2026 Order granting the JV’s Third 

Motion to Compel. That Order required the State to respond to Requests Nos. 7 and 8 as written 

within twenty (20) days of the date of the Order. Because the twentieth day fell on a holiday 

weekend, the State’s responses were due on May 26, 2026. As of the date of this Joint Status 

Report, the State has not served compliant responses in accordance with the Court’s Order. 

Although the State has transmitted unverified, non-compliant responses by email, it has not 

formally served fully verified responses pursuant to the Court’s Order.  

2. Recent Developments in the State’s Production. 

The State recently made a substantial supplemental production consisting of nearly 

250,000 pages of documents. This follows the State’s prior productions totaling approximately 

676,000 pages. Of particular note, this latest production includes nearly 71,000 .MSG email files, 

whereas all prior productions combined contained approximately 26,000 .MSG files. In other 

words, the State’s most recent production alone contains nearly three times the number of email 

files previously produced and represents an increase of more than 170% over the total number of 

.MSG files produced to date. This extremely large production, served at this late stage of discovery, 

significantly expands the volume of materials requiring review and raises substantial questions 

regarding the timing, scope, and completeness of the State’s prior productions, which have been 

ongoing for more than eight months. The timing of this production is prejudicial to the JV, as it 
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imposes a substantial additional review burden near the close of discovery (September 2026) and 

limits the JV’s ability to assess the materials, investigate newly disclosed information, and pursue 

any necessary follow-up discovery, including depositions. 

3. Ripe Motion to Compel Regarding Requests for Production Nos. 53 and 54. 

The parties are at an impasse regarding the JV’s Requests for Production Nos. 53 and 54. 

Following a meet-and-confer on May 14, 2026, the parties agreed that these issues are ripe for 

motion practice. Requests Nos. 53 and 54 seek communications involving Deputy Chief of Staff 

T. Joseph Almond and Gover/nor Daniel J. McKee relating to the Washington Bridge. To date, 

the JV has received only a handful of documents, limited to a narrow period of time, and the State 

has refused to supplement or produce additional responsive materials, or provide any substantive 

explanation for the dearth of information after receipt of the JV’s deficiency letter on this issue. 

The State has also promised a supplemental privilege log, which also has not been received. The 

JV therefore anticipates having to file another motion to compel targeted to these requests. 

4. Issues Currently Being Escalated That May Require Court Intervention. 

In its April 2026 responses to the JV’s Fourth Set of Requests for Production, the State 

asserted objections and declined to produce documents in several areas that remain under 

discussion between the parties. Among other issues being escalated, the State has categorically 

refused to produce documents concerning other bridge structures in its inventory relating to 

inspection, maintenance, and structural deficiencies. The JV raised these issues with the State, and 

the parties have since met and conferred. Following that conferral, the State agreed to provide the 

names and roles of persons relevant to certain of the JV’s requests in an effort to facilitate the 

identification and production of responsive records. The JV is still awaiting that information, as 

well as the production of other documents implicated by the other unresolved issues it has raised 
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with the State. If the State does not promptly provide the agreed-upon information and move 

forward with production and supplementation on these issues, Court intervention may be 

necessary. 

5. The JV’s Response to the State's Deficiency Letter. The State waited nearly five 

months after the JV served its discovery responses on October 28, 2025, before raising any issue 

by letter dated March 17, 2026. Upon receipt of the State's letter, the JV promptly proposed specific 

conferral dates and times; the State did not respond until more than a week later, after the proposed 

conferral window had passed, and offered new dates. The JV agreed the same day to the State's 

proposed date and time. The JV then responded in detail by letter dated April 6, 2026, addressing 

the State's purported deficiencies and setting forth its positions. The State responded on April 8. 

Its letter largely restated its original March 17 position without meaningfully engaging with the 

JV's positions, and then cancelled the parties' scheduled meet and confer without proposing a new 

date. The JV followed up again by letter dated April 15, 2026, which walked the State through its 

production methodology, including date ranges, custodian identification, and the search terms 

applied. The JV's April 6 and April 15 letters remain unanswered in substance, and the State has 

not meaningfully attempted to confer with the JV regarding the issues raised therein. 

On behalf of AECOM Technical Services, Inc. (“AECOM”): 

1. Deficiencies in the State’s Answers to AECOM’s Interrogatories. 

The State and AECOM remain at an impasse concerning the State’s Answers to AECOM’s 

First Set of Interrogatories, as previously detailed in the Parties’ February 27, 2026 Joint Status 

Report. Accordingly and unfortunately, AECOM intends to file a motion to compel regarding the 

State’s Answers to AECOM’s First Set of Interrogatories.  
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The State recently served Answers to AECOM’s Second Set of Interrogatories. AECOM 

is in the process of evaluating those responses and anticipates serving a deficiency notice 

concerning certain responses that it contends are incomplete or otherwise deficient. AECOM 

remains hopeful that those issues can be resolved without court intervention. 

2. Ongoing Issues with ESI Search Parameters for the Parties’ Respective Email 
Collections. 

 
The State and AECOM also remain at an impasse concerning ESI search parameters for 

the parties’ respective email collections. AECOM served a detailed proposal on January 6, 2026, 

addressing custodians, date ranges, and search terms for both AECOM’s and the State’s respective 

email ESI, and the parties have since exchanged multiple letters and participated in several 

meet‑and‑confer conferences. 

a. AECOM’s Email ESI Collection. 

With respect to AECOM’s email ESI collection, AECOM has proposed custodians and 

date ranges grounded in time‑charge data and documented project involvement for each individual 

custodian. The State seeks uniform start and end dates (March 2013 through August 2024) for all 

custodians irrespective of when they were actually involved with the bridge, as well as additional 

irrelevant custodians, which AECOM contends are disproportionate and untethered to the issues 

in dispute or to each custodian’s involvement with the Bridge. The State has declined to 

meaningfully engage with or account for the time‑charge data underlying AECOM’s proposal, and 

the parties therefore remain at impasse regarding custodians and date ranges.  

The parties also remain at an impasse regarding the scope and form of the State’s proposed 

email ESI search terms. Since the last Status Conference, the State has provided amended proposed 

search terms. Several of those terms remain overly broad; however, in an effort to move the process 
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forward, AECOM has agreed to run a search‑term hit report and to confer with the State after 

receipt of that report. That process is on-going at present. 

b. The State’s Email ESI Collection. 

With respect to the State’s email ESI collection, the parties have resolved certain issues; 

however, they remain at an impasse regarding the State’s proposed end date and the State’s refusal 

to collect and produce email from John Igliozzi. On May 20, 2026, the State represented that it 

was still considering AECOM’s request to collect Mr. Igliozzi’s emails, but has yet to provide a 

final answer. Mr. Igliozzi is the RIDOT Chief of Staff and his participation in the underlying 

dispute is key to AECOM’s discovery and case/defense development.  With respect to the end 

date, the State seeks to cut off its email collection in April 2024 (while insisting that AECOM’s 

collection extend through August 2024), notwithstanding the State’s allegations of ongoing 

damages that include the cost of demolition, replacement, and evaluation/monitoring activities 

related to the Washington Bridge that extend beyond the State’s proposed cutoff date to present. 

3. Issues with the State’s Document Production. 

AECOM continues to review the State’s rolling document productions and has identified 

ongoing concerns regarding both the completeness of the State’s custodian‑level email production 

and the apparent absence or underproduction of significant categories of responsive documents. 

Although the State recently made a substantial supplemental production (as discussed by the JV, 

supra), questions remain as to whether the State has collected and produced emails from all agreed 

custodians and whether key categories of documents have been produced in a reasonably timely 

manner. 

Of particular concern, approximately 84% of the State’s total document production was 

made during April and May 2026, despite the fact that AECOM served its First Request for 
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Production of Documents in June 2025 and fact discovery is currently scheduled to close on 

September 17, 2026. This production timing significantly compresses the period available for the 

parties to assess collection adequacy, evaluate completeness, conduct follow‑up written discovery, 

and prepare for fact depositions. This prejudices AECOM and AECOM (and the other defendants) 

request that the Court extend the discovery deadlines in this case. 

4. The State’s Allegations Regarding Alleged Deficiencies in AECOM’s Discovery 
Responses. 
 
The State asserts that AECOM’s interrogatory responses remain “deficient and 

incomplete.” That assertion ignores the undisputed procedural history and the almost total lack of 

action on the State’s part. The State waited more than four (4) months after AECOM served its 

written discovery responses in October 2025 before issuing a claimed deficiency letter, dated 

March 6, 2026. AECOM responded in detail by letter dated March 18, 2026, addressing each 

purported deficiency, explaining why the State’s positions were unfounded or inaccurate, and 

confirming that AECOM’s responses comply with the Rhode Island Superior Court Rules of Civil 

Procedure. 

Since serving its March 18, 2026 response, AECOM has not received any reply from the 

State, nor has the State requested a meet‑and‑confer or proposed any process to narrow or resolve 

the issues raised. Accordingly, AECOM assumes that the State is satisfied with AECOM’s 

response and underlying discovery responses, and, despite its statement herein to the contrary, this 

is a closed matter. 

5. Upcoming Inspection and Testing of Bridge Materials Preserved by the State 

AECOM is also coordinating with the State to schedule the inspection and testing of certain 

samples of the bridge that have been preserved.  Due to the State’s delayed responses, it has taken 
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a significant amount of time to obtain a list of the materials available for testing and the location 

of such testing. 

On behalf of VANASSE HANGEN BRUSTLIN, INC (“VHB”): 

VHB believes it is prudent to discuss the realism of the existing schedule order and 

specifically the fact discovery deadline. 

  
 
FOR THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND: 
 
By its Attorneys,  
 
PETER F. NERONHA  
ATTORNEY GENERAL 
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 
 
/s/ Sarah W. Rice 
Sarah W. Rice, Esq. (#10588) 
Assistant Attorney General  
Megan Rok, Esq. (#11278) 
Special Assistant Attorney General 
Rhode Island Office of the Attorney General 
150 S. Main Street 
Providence, RI 02903 
Tel: (401) 274-4400 
srice@riag.ri.gov  
mrok@riag.ri.gov 
 
/s/ Theodore J. Leopold  
Theodore J. Leopold (admitted pro hac vice) 
Leslie M. Kroeger (admitted pro hac vice) 
Diana L. Martin (admitted pro hac vice) 
Poorad Razavi (admitted pro hac vice) 
Takisha Richardson (admitted pro hac vice) 
Adnan Toric (admitted pro hac vice) 
Cohen Milstein 
11780 U.S. Highway One  
Suite N500 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33408 
tleopold@cohenmilstein.com 
lkroeger@cohenmilstein.com 
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dmartin@cohenmilstein.com 
prazavi@cohenmilstein.com 
trichardson@cohenmilstein.com 
atoric@cohenmilstein.com 
 
/s/ Jonathan N. Savage 
Jonathan N. Savage, Esq. (#3081)  
Michael P. Robinson, Esq. (#6306)  
Edward D. Pare III, Esq. (#9698) 
Savage Law Partners, LLP  
564 South Water Street 
Providence, RI 02903 
Tel: (401) 238-8500 
Fax: (401) 648-6748 
js@savagelawpartners.com   
mrobinson@savagelawpartners.com  
epare@savagelawpartners.com   
 
FOR THE DEFENDANTS: 

Defendant, 
AECOM Technical Services, Inc., 
By its Attorneys, 
COZEN O’CONNOR, 
 
/s/ Lawrence M. Prosen 
Courtney Ann Richards, Esq. (#10593) 
Wendy Venoit, Esq. (#568657) 
Michael Filbin, Esq. (#705341) 
200 State Street, Suite 1105 
Boston, MA 02109 
Tel.: (617) 849-5100 
Fax: (857-488-4870 
crichards@cozen.com  
wvenoit@cozen.com  
mfilbin@cozen.com  
 
Lawrence M. Prosen, Esq. (admitted pro hac vice) 
1200 19th Street, NW, Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20036 
Tel.: (202) 304-1449 
Fax: (202) 400-2715 
lprosen@cozen.com  
 
 
Amanda Prosek, Esq. (#7677) 
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Lamontagne, Spaulding & Hayes, LLP 
Garden City Center 
100 Midway Road Suite 15 
Cranston, RI 02920 
Office: (401) 270-7094 
Fax: (401) 490-0555 
aprosek@lshattorneys.com 
 
Defendant, 
Aetna Bridge Company, 
By its Attorneys, 
 
/s/ Jackson C. Parmenter 
Jackson C. Parmenter, Esq. (#8396)  
KELLY, SOUZA, PARMENTER & RESNICK, P.C.  
128 Dorrance Street, Suite 300  
Providence, RI 02903 
Tel.: (401) 490-7334  
jparmenter@ksplawpc.com  
 
/s/ Jennifer C. Sheehan   
Jennifer C. Sheehan, Esq. (#9545) 
Hamel, Marcin, Dunn, Reardon & Shea, PC  
350 Lincoln Street, Suite 1101  
Hingham, MA 02043 (617) 482-0007 
jsheehan@hmdrslaw.com  
 
Defendant, 
Aries Support Services, Inc., 
By its Attorneys, 
 
/s/ John F. Kelleher  
John F. Kelleher, Esq. (#3854) 
Brent S. Davis, Esq. (#9081) 
LaSalle & Kelleher, P.C.  
One Turks Head Place 
Providence, RI 02903 
Tel.: (401) 421-8080, ext. 222 
jkelleher@lasallekelleher.com 
bdavis@lasallekelleher.com 
 
Paul S. Callaghan, Esq. (#4931) 
Higgins, Cavanagh & Cooney, LLP 
10 Dorrance Street Suite 400 
Providence, RI 02903 
pcallaghan@hcc-law.com 
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Tel.: (401) 490-3921 
 
Defendant, 
Barletta Heavy Division, Inc., 
By its Attorneys, 
 
/s/ Jeffrey R. Blease 
Jeffrey R. Blease, Esq. (#675247) (admitted pro hac vice) 
Foley & Lardner, LLP 
111 Huntington Avenue, Suite 2500 
Boston, Massachusetts 02199 
Tel.: (617) 226-3155 
jblease@foley.com 
Lead Counsel for Barletta Heavy Division, Inc. 
 
Benjamin J. Morris (CB #260148) 
11988 El Camino Real, Suite 400 
San Diego, CA 92130 
bmorris@foley.com 
Admitted Pro Hac Vice 
 
Christopher D. Mellado (FB #1018915) 
301 E. Pine Street, Suite 1200 
Orlando, FL 32801 
chris.mellado@foley.com 
Admitted Pro Hac Vice 
 
Matthew Kass (WB #1121980) 
777 E. Wisconsin Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 
mkass@foley.com 
Admitted Pro Hac Vice 
 
/s/ Jeffrey B. Pine 
Jeffrey B. Pine, Esq. (#2278)  
Lynch & Pine 
One Park Row, 5th Floor Providence, RI 02903  
Tel.: (401) 274-3306  
jpine@lynchpine.com  
 
Defendant, 
Barletta/Aetna I-195 Washington 
Bridge North Phase 2 JV, 
By its Attorneys, 
 
/s/ Jeffrey R. Blease 
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Jeffrey R. Blease, Esq. (#675247) (admitted pro hac vice) 
Foley & Lardner, LLP 
111 Huntington Avenue, Suite 2500 
Boston, Massachusetts 02199 
Tel.: (617) 226-3155 
jblease@foley.com 
Lead Counsel for Barletta/Aetna I-195 Washington Bridge North Phase 2 JV  
 
Benjamin J. Morris (CB #260148) 
11988 El Camino Real, Suite 400 
San Diego, CA 92130 
bmorris@foley.com 
Admitted Pro Hac Vice 
 
Christopher D. Mellado (FB #1018915) 
301 E. Pine Street, Suite 1200 
Orlando, FL 32801 
chris.mellado@foley.com 
Admitted Pro Hac Vice 
 
Matthew Kass (WB #1121980) 
777 E. Wisconsin Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 
mkass@foley.com 
Admitted Pro Hac Vice 
 
/s/ Jeffrey B. Pine  
Jeffrey B. Pine, Esq. (#2278)  
Lynch & Pine  
One Park Row, 5th Floor  
Providence, RI 02903  
Tel: (401) 274-3306  
jpine@lynchpine.com   
 
Jackson C. Parmenter, Esq. (#8396) 
KELLY, SOUZA, PARMENTER & RESNICK, P.C. 
128 Dorrance Street, Suite 300 
Providence, RI 02903 
Tel.: (401) 490-7334 
jparmenter@ksplawpc.com  
Defendant,  
Collins Engineers, Inc.,  
By its Attorneys,  
 
/s/ Richard M. Dighello   
Richard M. Dighello, Jr., Esq. (#6733)  
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Updike, Kelly & Spellacy, P.C.  
100 Pearl Street, 17th Floor  
Hartford, CT 06123  
Tel: (860) 548-2600  
rdighello@uks.com 
 
Defendant, 
Commonwealth Engineers & 
Consultants, Inc., 
By its Attorneys, 
 
/s/ Susan M. Silva 
Susan M. Silva, Esq. (#9505) 
Katherine L. Kenney Esq. (pro hac vice granted) 
Peabody & Arnold LLP 
Federal Reserve Plaza 
600 Atlantic Avenue 
Boston, MA 02210-2261 
(617) 951-2100 
ssilva@peabodyarnold.com  
 
Defendant, 
Jacobs Engineering, Inc., 
By its Attorneys, 
 
/s/ Michael R. Creta 
Michael R. Creta, Esq. (#9535) 
John C. Blessington (admitted pro hac vice) 
K&L Gates LLP 
1 Congress Street, Suite 2900 
Boston, MA 02114 
Tel. 617.951.9101 
Fax 617.261.3175 
michael.creta@klgates.com  
john.blessington@klgates.com  
 
Defendant,  
Michael Baker International, Inc.,  
By its Attorneys,  
 
/s/ Katharine E. Kohm    
Christopher C. Whitney, Esq. (#3261)  
Katharine E. Kohm, Esq. (#8194)  
Sheya A. Rivard, Esq. (#10714)  
PIERCE ATWOOD LLP 
One Citizens Plaza, 10th Floor  
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Providence, RI 02903  
Telephone 401-490-3408  
Fax 401-588-5166  
cwhitney@PierceAtwood.com  
kkohm@PierceAtwood.com  
srivard@PierceAtwood.com 
 
Defendant, 
PRIME AE Group, Inc. 
 
By its Attorneys, 
/s/ Samuel E. Cote 
John A. Donovan, III, Esq. (#5707)  
Samuel E. Cote, Esq. (#10874) 
Hayley Johnston 
SLOANE AND WALSH, LLP  
One Boston Place 
201 Washington Street, Suite 1600  
Boston, MA 02108 
P: (617) 523-6010 
jdonovan@sloanewalsh.com  
scote@sloanewalsh.com 
hjohnston@sloanewalsh.com 
 
Defendant,  
Steere Engineering, Inc., 
By its Attorneys, 
 
/s/ Warren D. Hutchison 
Warren D. Hutchison, Esq. (#5571) 
Freeman Mathis & Gary, LLP 
60 State Street, Suite 600 
Boston, MA 02109 
Tel.: (617) 963-5967 
whutchison@fmglaw.com 
 
Defendant,  
TranSystems Corporation,  
By its Attorneys,  
 
/s/ Mark P. Dolan    
Mark P. Dolan, Esq. (#3280)  
RICE DOLAN & KERSHAW 
72 Pine Street, Suite 300  
Providence, RI 02903  
(401) 272-8800  
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(401) 421-7218 (fax)  
mdolan@ricedolan.com  
 
Defendant,  
Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc.,  
By its Attorneys,  
 
/s/ Brian C. Newberry   
Brian C. Newberry, Esq. (#5542) 
LEWIS BRISBOIS  
BISGAARD & SMITH LLP 
One Citizens Plaza, Suite 1120  
Providence, RI 02903  
P: (401) 406-3310  
F: (401) 406-3312  
Brian.newberry@lewisbrisbois.com 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on the 5th day of June, 2026, I electronically filed and served this 

document through the electronic filing system on counsel of record.  The document is available 

for viewing and/or downloading from the Rhode Island Judiciary’s electronic filing 

system.                                          

 
/s/ Edward D. Pare III  
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